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Here was the chance to take it regardless of Spain.
"Let it be signified to me through any channel
(say Mr. J. Rhea)," wrote the Major General to
the President, "that the possession of the Ploridas
would be desirable to the United States, and in
sixty days it will be accomplished."

This "Rhea letter" became the innocent source
of one of the most famous controversies in Ameri-
can history. Jackson supposed that the communi-
cation Jbiad been promptly delivered to Monroe,
and that his plan for the conquest oi Florida had
the fulls if secret, approval of the Administration.
Instructions from the Secretary of War, Calhoun,
seemed susceptible of no other interpretation; be-
sides, the conqueror subsequently maintained that
he received through Rhea the assurance that he
coveted. Monroe, however, later denied flatly
that he had given any orders of the kind. Indeed
he said that through a peculiar combination of cir-
cumstances he had not even read Jackson's letter
until long after the Florida campaign was ended.
Each man, no doubt, thought he was telling the
truth, and historians will probably always differ
upon the merits of the case. The one thing that is
perfectly certain is that Jackson, when he carried
bis troops into Florida in 1818, believed that the